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Water Heaters are Big Energy Users

by John Merrill, Housing Specialist, University of Wisconsin Extension
Phone: 608-262-7931 - e-mail: john.merrill@ces.uwex.edu
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Celebrate Thanksgiving
with New Batteries
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Poll Finds Farm Communities Headed

In the Right Direction

by Paul Lasley, ISU Extension Sociology
Phone: 515-294-0937 - e-mail: plasley@iastate.edu

Asd nmgaly o bna Bimes & pao)
trk te amuiss wee tey e ae headd
hte gt dein dgk sned te dul

B epamd nwud baan edt yeEs
acndngiohe200LonaFamardRuaLie

Rl

Andhedpacensaytathomeonnsae
heeceddiontewagiadkwhe21pacart

ae d e wee aamuy B 5 npody
a dadg Segs d &Bm amues
e t& k& sape b e dim
\enscesypooaecatyBuacaidhe

d egoths adasagod e b aad
pit gdoks ed gdaecht by &
pecat

Rl egoths &0 ae h naks D te

fedres dpge ntd amuks adb
teosed qf dkB Heh e =S
waeassthpodoecdaty//Amacaid

A ey goda echt dEg  fan
bp mgls o Bmes wee te addy d
ced fr horea hees bas @ paa) te
ey o hoeg (B paced  ad commuly
agac 9@ 6 pact
AliLoesonadhercomuniesmaydeped
npaichonvamescHhenreetehe

‘Whetdoyou  call your community?” a Monona

County farmer asked. “Your old hometown five
miles away with a population of 800 or the 2,500
population town 18 miles away?”

Atthe low end of the satisfaction scale, only 14
percent said shopping facilities in their communities
were excellent, while 18 percent said they were
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poor. Ten percent said their communities offered
good job opportunities, while 17 percent said job
opportunities were poor.

One poll respondent commented, “gas prices take a
big bite out of a family budget when you have to
drive 20 miles to the nearest town to get items you
may need that aren’t found locally.” And a farmer
from Jones County commented, “there are lots of
jobs available, but at low wages with poor benefits.
Many rural lowans live in a high-tech wilderness.”

The lowa Farm and Rural Life Poll is funded by ISU
Extension and the Agriculture and Home Economics
Experiment Station. The purpose of the poll, con-
ducted since 1982, is to ask farmers’ views on a
variety of rural and agricultural issues. A statewide
random sample of 3,376 lowa farm operators were
sent mail questionnaires in February, with a 61
percent response rate.
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Mulching Strawberries

By Richard Jauron, Extension horticulturist
Ph: 515-294-1871 - e-mail: rjauron@iastate.edu
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